37°                   Sunday at Inchkenneth.             [Oct. 17.
to assume the appearance of an ancient Caledonian. We only regretted that he could not be prevailed with to partake of the social glass. One of his arguments against drinking, appears to me not convincing. He urged, that' in proportion as drinking makes a man different from what he is before he has drunk, it is bad ; because it has so far affected his reason.' But may it not be answered, that a man may be altered by it for the better; that his spirits may be exhilarated, without his reason being affected'. On the general subject of drinking, however, I do not mean positively to take the other side. I am dubius, non improbus.
In the evening, Sir Allan informed us that it was the custom of his house to have prayers every Sunday; and Miss M'Lean read the evening service, in which we all joined. I then read Ogden's second and ninth Sermons on Prayer, which, with their other distinguished excellence, have the merit of being short. Dr. Johnson said, that it was the ipost agreeable Sunday he had ever passed''; and it made such an impression on his mind, that he afterwards wrote the following Latin verses upon Inchkenncth":—
INSULA SANCTI KENNETI-U.
Parva quidcm rcgio, sed relligione priorum Nota, Calcclonias panditur inter aquas;
Voce ubi Ccnncthus populos domuisse feroccs Dicitur, et vanos dcdocuissc cleos.
was told by a gentleman, who is generally acknowledged the greatest master of Hcbridian antiquities, that there had, indeed, once been both bards and senachies ; and that senacht signified the man of talk. or of conversation; but that neither bard nor senachi had existed for some centuries.' Johnson's Works, ix. 109. 1 Sec ante, iii. 48, 372.
a ' Towards evening Sir Allan told us that Sunday never passed over him like another day.    One of the ladies read, and read very well, the evening service;—" and Paradise was opened in the wild." '   Piossi's Letters, i. 173.   The quotation is from Pope's^T/owrt to Abe lard, 1.134:— 'You raised these hallowed walls; the desert smil'd, And Paradise was opcn'd in the wild.' 3 He sent these verses to Boswell in 1775.   Ante, ii. 335.
Huechi.   This variation discouraged me. . . . Soon after I
